The Institute on Religious Freedom and Pluralism will provide a multinational group of up to 18
experienced foreign university faculty, scholars, researchers and religious leaders with a deeper
understanding of U.S. society and culture, past and present, through an examination of religious
freedom as a foundational American value. The program will include a survey of the religious landscape
of the United States, including major and minor religious groups; historic religious traditions and
contemporary American religious groups will also be included. The Institute will explore both the
historical and contemporary relationship between church and state in the United States; examine
interfaith understanding and dialogue, religious pluralism, freedom of religion as a fundamental
unalienable human right and source of stability; and discuss ways in which religious freedom is
protected. In addition, the Institute will examine the intersections of religion and politics in the United
States, especially in U.S. foreign policy. Participants will have opportunities to meet with U.S.
community leaders of different faiths who advocate for collaboration and tolerance among religious
groups. The program will take place during the June to August timeframe in 2020. This Institute along
with one other SUSI for scholars are currently being openly competed under one award; the recipient
and implementing institutions will be known in April 2020.



