The Institute on Youth, Workforce Development, and Closing the Skills Gap will provide a multinational
group of 18 experienced foreign faculty and practitioners with a deeper understanding of how new
socioeconomic trends have changed the concept of work, workforce development, and career paths in
the United States. The academic program will include a thorough discussion of the role of U.S.
educational institutions, particularly community colleges, in preparing Americans with the skills needed
to succeed in multiple industries including business, technology, science, the creative arts, and other
emerging fields. Topics such as economic development and advances in technology such as automation,
robotics, and artificial intelligence will also be included. The Institute will offer opportunities for
participants to research new ideas, in conjunction with American peers, to better understand the
evolution of work, the changing demand for skills, and the advancements in workforce development
through retraining, reskilling, and closing the skills gap. The Institute will include an integrated study
tour to Georgia, Oklahoma and Washington D.C. Pending final ECA grant approval, University of
Montana in Missoula, MT will administer, oversee and host this Institute from July 6 until August 17,
2020.



